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SUB J : REDUCTION OF EC IMPORT LEVY ON NEW ZEALAND BUTTER 
REF: (A) BRUSSELS 9064; (B) 76 EC A- 345 

1 . EFFECTIVE JULY 11, COMMISSION REGULATION NO. 1424/79 
SLASHES EC LEVY ON NEW ZEALAND BUTTER IMPORTED INTO U.K. 

TO 59.40 ECU/100 KG., DOWN FROM EQUIVALENT OF 128.29 ECU/ 

100 KG., IN EFFECT SINCE NOVEMBER 23, 1978. 

2. LAST MAY NEW ZEALAND MADE A DEMARCHE TO THE COMMISSION, 
COMPLAINING THAT THE HIGH LEVY IN EFFECT SINCE NOVEMBER WAS 
KEEPING NEW ZEALAND BUTTER OUT OF THE U.K. (REF A). 

3. SO FAR THIS YEAR, NEW ZEALAND HAS SHIPPED ABOUT 36,000 
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MT OF BUTTER TO THE U.K. OUT OF A TOTAL QUOTA FOR 1979 OF 
120,000 MT. REPORTEDLY, THE JULY 1 1 CUT IN THE IMPORT LEVY 
WAS GRANTED WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT NEW ZEALAND WILL 
NOT START SHIPPING EXCESSIVE QUANTITIES OF BUTTER, BUT WILL 
SET MONTHLY TARGETS. THE EC WILL AGAIN REVIEW THE 
SITUATION IN SEPTEMBER. 
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4. THE SYSTEM GOVERNING IMPORTS OF NEW ZEALAND BUTTER INTO 
THE COMMUNITY IS EXPLAINED IN REFS A AND B. HINTON 
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